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Authority then devolved to Al-Jamaa (assembly of
governing notables) and Ibn Jahhaf became its chief
who assumed authority and began to amass troops and
to fortify the city. This happened in October, 1092
A.D. (Ramadan, 485 A.H.)
When the Cid came to know this he turned his face
towards Valencia. The friends of the murdered king
went to him, and he imposed fines and provisions on
the forts lying on his way. He arrived at the out-
skirts of Valencia in the middle of 1093 after having
burned the surrounding villages and fields. A few
days after he occupied most of the neighbouring
country, and attacked the Almoravides and the Valen-
cians killing, wounding and capturing many of them.
He raided Al-Kidya, an environ of the city, and
forced its inhabitants to submit and make peace.
He then pressed the siege of the city itself, and the
Valencians preferred to sue for peace. Ibn Jahhaf
negotiated with the Cid and finally peace was con-
cluded on a condition that the Almoravides should
leave the city, and that it should pay the Cid a
monthly tribute of ten thousand dinars. The Al-
moravides being tired of a city which was always in a
state of revolt, made no objection, and the Cid again
occupied the fort of Kabula, but he continued to visit
the environs of the city and oppress Ibn Jahhaf with
his demands. Ibn Jahhaf also suffered at the same
time from internal disturbances and the revolt of Banu
Tahir, former governor of Murcia; The Cid then
increasing his claims asked Ibn Jahhaf to hand over to
him all the resources of the city and give him his son
as hostage. Ibn Jahhaf refused and closed the gates
of the city and appealed to the king of Saragossa for
help. Al-Mustain promised him succour. He also
appealed to Alphonso VI who also promised to help
him. Ibn Jahhaf decided to oppose the Cid to the
last moment and war was resumed. The Cid laid a
strong siege all round the city, and ravaged the